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Vernon Damani “Dr. J” Johnson Scholarship  
Scholarship Description 
Dr. Vernon Damani Johnson (Dr. J.) is a beloved teacher, mentor, scholar, advocate and friend to countless alumni, 
colleagues, and community members. This $1,000 scholarship was established in 2021 in anticipation of Dr. 
Johnson’s retirement to honor the important way that he has shaped so many lives through his dedication to 
teaching, social justice and racial equity.  
 
Scholarship Qualifications 
 Full-time undergraduate Western Washington University students.  
 Preference made to applicants who demonstrate, in descending order of priority:  

• A commitment for social justice activism demonstrated, for example, through volunteerism, work, 
or internships with governmental or non-profit agencies. 

• Financial need, as determined by information submitted on the 2024-2025 Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or Washington Application for State Financial Aid (WASFA). 

• Outstanding academic merit as determined on a year-to-year basis.  
 
Application Requirements 
Essays: Write a brief essay (not to exceed 500 words) for each of the following prompts: 

1. Describe your academic and career goals. 
2. Describe a time you were challenged academically and what you gained from the experience. 
3. What does social justice activism mean to you and how do you demonstrate it? 

 

Résumé: Provide a résumé that lists employment information and volunteer activities. Please include significant 
activities and honors. If you prefer, this summary may be written in list form. 
 

Letter(s) of Recommendation: Obtain at least one letter of recommendation from a faculty member, employer or 
a community or campus organization. Please have the recommender(s) submit them directly to the Scholarship 
Center email by the deadline.  
 

Transcripts: You are encouraged but not required to include transcripts from all previous colleges and universities 
attended.  Unofficial transcripts are acceptable. Please do not include your WWU transcript. 
 

If you are a Fairhaven Major: Please submit copies of ALL Fall 2023 and Winter 2024 faculty evaluations. If you are 
unable to provide all Fairhaven evaluations, please submit a written statement describing why this requirement 
cannot be met. 
 
Scholarship Applicant Information 
Last Name:    First Name:    WWU ID#: 
 
 
Release of Information 
I authorize the release of my grade transcript and the extent of my financial need (if applicable) to the scholarship 
committee. 
Student Signature:     Date: 
 
_____________________________________________ 
No signature required if submitted from your WWU email account. 
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Application Submission 
Submit your application via your WWU email address with the scholarship name in the subject line. If applying for 
multiple scholarships, please submit each application in a separate email. You are encouraged to submit your 
application documents as PDF files. 

To ensure that your changes to this PDF are saved, we recommend following these steps: 
1. Save the form on your computer. 
2. Open it, fill in the information, save, and close. 
3. Re-open it to check that the information is still there, close. 
4. Attach to a new email and send to: ScholarshipCenter@wwu.edu 

 

Deadline: June 7, 2024 by 11:59 p.m. 
 

Applicants must meet all qualifications and submit all required documentation in order for the application to be sent to the committee for consideration.   

 

Late or incomplete applications will not be considered. 
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